[Genetic abnormalities in "sporadic" colorectal cancers].
There are many genetic abnormalities in colorectal cancers, and they can schematically be studied according to 3 approaches. 1. The quantitative abnormalities of the DNA content of the nucleus and the cell cycle are studied with flow cytometry. 2. Karyotypic abnormalities relating to the loss and/or gain of chromosomes or structural abnormalities are studied by cytogenetics. 3. Oncogene or anti-oncogene mutations carried out by these chromosomal segments are studied by molecular biology. When compared to the clinical data, some of these abnormalities have a prognostic value. They allow an insight into the fundamental mechanisms of colorectal carcinogenesis. Finally, they may allow predicting and assessing the efficacy of some adjunctive therapies, especially that of medication.